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Summary Information
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Preferred Citation
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Biographical Note

Abel C. Pepper was born in Kentucky on April 20, 1793, and emigrated to Indiana Territory in 1815 after
serving in the War of 1812. Settling first in Dearborn County, he served as County Commissioner and
Sheriff. Soon after his appointment in Fort Wayne as sub-Indian agent, he was promoted to the office of
Indian agent and superintendent for the removal of Indiansin Indiana, Michigan, Illinois and Wisconsin.
In 1839 he was elected as Sinking Fund Commissioner, and in 1845 was appointed United States Marshal

for Indiana by President James Polk. Col. Abel C. Pepper died at his home in Rising Sun, March 20,
1860.

Source: Woollen, William Wesley (1883). Biographical and Historical Sketches of Early Indiana.
Indianapolis: Hammond and Company.

Scope and Contents

Collection includes original letter handwritten by future President Franklin Pierce from Hillsborough,
New Hampshire, on November 27, 1829, to Colonel Abel C. Pepper of Rising Sun, Indiana. The letter
indicates that Franklin Pierce and Abel Pepper were close friends at the time. In 1829 Col. Pepper

had been appointed sub-Indian agent at Fort Wayne by General Andrew Jackson, hence the letter was
forwarded to Fort Wayne, Indiana

Arrangement

This collection is arranged by subject.

Administrative Information

Publication I nfor mation
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Rare Books and Manuscripts

Conditions Gover ning Access

This collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Legdl title, copyright, and literary rights reside with Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library,
Indianapolis, IN. All requests to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted to Rare Books and
Manuscripts.

Custodial History
This collection was received by Rare Books and Manuscripts as a donation from Mrs. Walter D. Moore
on 1973/05/23.

Accruals

No further additions are expected.

Processing I nformation

Collection processing completed 2015/05/21 by Linda Gellert. EAD finding aid created 2015/05/21 by
Linda Gellert.

Controlled Access Headings

Geographic Name(s)

e Fort Wayne (Ind.)

e Hillsborough (N. H.)
e IndianaTerritory

e Rising Sun (Ind.)

Per sonal Name(s)

¢ Jackson, Andrew, 1767-1845
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» Pepper, Abel C., 1793-1860
* Pierce, Franklin, 1804-1869

Subject(s)

¢ |ndian Removal, 1813-1903
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